His Majesty, the King Mobammed V1
1bn Al Hassan,

Roi dn Maroe, Palais Royal,

Rabat, Maroc

Copy to: the Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco in Sweden
The Foreign Ministry of Sweden

Stockholm, Sweden 26 of November 2010
Your Excellency,

We are deeply concerned at the fact that the trial of 7 Sahrawi human rights defenders, has again been
postponed amid violent scenes, including the harassment and intimidation of the defendants, the defence
lawyers and international observers,

We have followed the case of Yahdih Ettarouzi, Saleh Labihi, Dakja Lashgar, Rachid Sghir, Brahim
Dahane, Ali Salem Tamek and Ahmed Nasiri since they were arrested on the 8th of October 2009. We are
concerned by reports of human rights defenders being arrested and brought to trial in Morocco because
of actions that amount to peacefully exercising their right to freedom of expression and association. Mr
Brahim Dahane has received the prestigious Human Rights Award in the name of Per Anger in Sweden
and we are startled by the fact that he has been held in jail for over a year. The importance and rights of
human rights defenders are expressed in international documents such as the Declaration on the Right
and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally
Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (Declaration on Human Rights Defenders) and
the EU Guidelines on the Protection of Human Rights Defenders.

We call on the Moroccan authorities to ensure that human rights defenders are able to conduct their work
without fear of harassment in compliance with their obligations under international human rights treaties,

notably the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and in conformity to the UN Declaration
on Human Rights Defenders.

We have monitored the trial set for the 15th of October as well as the 5th of November from a distance
and in place. We were shocked by the disorder and lack of security at the trial of the 5th of November.
Moroccan authorities have a duty to guarantee security and decorum in the courtroom to ensure a fair trial.

We call for the immediate and unconditional release of the 7 human rights defenders on the grounds that
they were detained solely on the basis of their legitimate human rights work.

Yours sincerely,

Eskil Franck
Director, The Living History Forum

Asa Westlund
Mentber of the Enropean Parliament, Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats in the European Parliament

Marita Ulvskog
Mentber of the Enropean Parliament, Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats in the European Parliament


http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cmsUpload/16332-re01.en08.pdf

Anna Hedh
Menzber of the Eunropean Parliament, Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats in the Eunropean Parliament

Ana Maria Gomes
Member of the European Parliament, Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats in the European Parliament

Notbert Neuser

Mentber of the Enropean Parliament, Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats in the Enropean Parliament

Guido Milana
Member of the European Parliament, Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the Enropean Parliament

Debora Serracchiani
Member of the European Parliament, Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the Enropean Parliament

Ivo Vajgl
Mentber of the European Parlianent, Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe

Jean Lambert
Member of the Enropean Parliament, Group of the Greens/ Enropean Free Alliance

Raiil Rueda I Romeva
Menber of the European Parliament, Group of the Greens/ European Free Alliance

Bart Staes
Member of the Enropean Parliament, Group of the Greens/ Enropean Free Alliance

Eva-Britt Svensson
Member of the Eurgpean Parliament, Confederal Group of the Eurgpean United 1eft - Nordic Green Left

Willy Meyer
Member of the European Parliament, Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left

Bengt Berg
Member of the Swedish Parliament, 1eft Party

Jonas Sjostedt
Member of the Swedish Parliament, 1¢ft Party

Jens Holm
Member of the Swedish Parliament, 1¢ft Party

Elisabeth Lundgren
Secretary General, the Swedish Fellowship of Reconciliation

Jens Orback
Secretary General, the Olof Palme International Center

Séren Lindh,
Coordinator, The Western Sabhara Action-network in Sweden

Martin Wikstrém,
The Solidarity Commitee at Jakobsbergs folkhigskola

Gertrud Rydén,
United Nations Association, district of 1V drmland-Torsby



