PRIME MINISTER

OF GEORGIA

Tbilisi, 8 March 2017

Honourable Members of the European Parliament,

Thank you for your interest in Georgia and in its democratic and European future. With
the support of our partners, including European political parties, Georgia has been
making great progress in building a modern, democratic and resilient state. You have
repeatedly demonstrated your support for Georgia's European agenda and have
appreciated efforts Georgia made in the face of significant internal and external

challenges. It is for this reason that I was taken abackby your letter dated March 7, 2017,
which struck me by its heavy allegations.
Since the Georgian Dream came to power, we have spared no effort to fulfil the demand

of our people and advance on the path of reforms that would turn Georgia into a
European style institutional democracy based on the rule of law, respect of fundamental
rights, freedom of speech and freedom from abuse, persecution and pressure from the
authorities.

Media freedom is enshrined in our constitution and is a value to which both the

government and society at large attach great importance. I am proud to say that at no
other point in the Georgian history has there been such a diversity of views, plurality of
opinions and unhindered contestation of political issues reflected in the media as it is
today. Never before has Georgian media been so free from the government interference
and so critical of the government.

The ownership dispute concerning Rustavi 2 TV station has been going on already for
several years. At no time in this period, including throughout the election campaign, has
there been any disruption of the broadcasting or any pressure on the company to change
the editorial policy. You accuse us of a blatant attempt to turn Rustavi 2 into 'yet another
government friendly TV company'. This is a serious accusation against the government
which has prioritised media pluralism and against the country where in fact there are no
pro- government TV channels.

If before 2012 only 3 TV channels had nationwide coverage, today the number has gone
up to 13. With a digital switchover and greater deregulation since 2016, it is now possible
to establish broadcasting company with a simple application and start operating in just 10
days. International rankings have shown year to year improvement in Georgia's freedom

