From: GOMES AnaMaria

Sent: 26 January 2010 11:15

To: MEP & ASSISTANTS-7th-Legidature; Groupes Politiques

Subject: REMINDER - TODAY : Angola: Human Rights in Cabinda - 14.00h,
ASP3H1

Dear Colleagues,

Human Rights in Cabinda
Roundtable with Father Congo

26 January, 14.00 - 15.00
European Parliament, Room ASP 3H1

We invite you to attend a Roundtable discussion with Father Congo, a catholic priest who
speaks up for human rights in Cabinda, Angola.

There are rumours that Father Congo is to be arrested upon his return to Angola this week,
following the recent detentions of other human rights activists from Cabinda, as described by
Amnesty International (see below).

This meeting is hosted by Richard Howitt and myself. We both observed the elections in

Cabinda as members of the EP Election Observation Mission to Angola, in September 2008.

Best regards,
Ana Gomes and Richard Howitt

http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/news/angola-detains-rights-activists-following-
attack-togo-football-team-20100119

Angola detains rights activists
following attack on Togo football
team

19 January 2010

Amnesty International has warned the Angolan authorities against a crackdown on human
rights activists after several were detained in the Cabinda region in the wake of the 8 January
attack on the Togolese national football team.

Francisco Luemba, a prominent lawyer and former member of banned human rights
organization Mpalabanda, was arrested on Sunday and charged with crimes against the state
in connection with the 2008 publication of a book which the authorities now allege incites
violence and rebellion.

Padre Raul Tati, a catholic priest, was arrested on Saturday and charged with the same

offence, while Belchoir Lanso Tati, another former member of Mpalabanda, was arrested on
13 January, also on suspicion of crimes against the state. Both Padre Tati and Belchoir have
been outspoken about the political tensions in Cabinda, where the Front for the Liberation of
the Cabindan Enclave (FLEC) has been leading an armed campaign for the secession of the



territory, since Angola's independence in 1975.

Two Togolese football officials and an Angolan driver were killed on 8 January when gunmen
opened fire on the Togolese football team as they travelled by bus through the province of
Cabinda. FLEC has claimed responsibility for the attacks on the footballers, who were on their
way to participate in the Africa Cup of Nations which is taking place in Angola.

"Amnesty International calls on the government to ensure that this deplorable incident is not
used as an excuse to violate the rights of citizens in Cabinda through arbitrary arrests and
detentions or any form of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment,” said Erwin Van Der Borght,
Africa Director.

The organization calls on the Angolan authorities to ensure that a thorough and impartial
investigation into the circumstances surrounding the attacks is carried out in accordance with
international human rights standards.

Those found to be responsible for the attacks should be brought to justice in a trial meeting
international human rights standards for a fair trial.

Mpalabanda, the only human rights organization previously operating in Cabinda, was
banned in 2006 following charges that the organization incited violence and hatred.

The organization had been involved in the documentation of human rights violations
committed by both the government and members of FLEC.

Cabinda is a sliver of land between the Democratic Republic of Congo and the Republic of
Congo. The region is internationally recognized as part of Angola and produces a substantial
part of the country's oil exports.



