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On Wednesday, 28 February 2018, | co-hosted with MEP Neoklis Sylikiotis (chair of the European
Parliament’s Delegation for the relations with Palestine) a conference at the European Parliament on
“The Israeli Settlements in Palestine and the European Union”. The Palestinian Ambassador to the
European Union, Mr. Abdalrahim Alfarra, was one of the guest speakers, as was Mr. Omar Barghouti,
co-founder of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions Movement (BDS).

The announcement of the conference prompted attempts by some organisations to block it, tagging
it, Mr. Barghouti and myself with the insult of being “anti-Semitic”. Letters were sent around to MEPs,
my Group leadership and the President of the Parliament with that purpose. | received the attached
letter from:President Tajani, before the Conference, stating that | was in my “right to organise an event
in Parliament’s premises” but noting that “the event must not become a platform in support of anti-
Semitism, nor should the agenda or guests put the reputation of this institution at risk”. This,
obviously, was always my intention. And it was, indeed, respected. | note that, having earlier sent a
letter inviting HR/VP Federica Mogherini to address the conference, | got a reply that she would not
be available, without any warning or advice against the subject and guest speakers invited.

The organisations that conducted this smear campaign against me and this initiative included the
European Coalition for Israel, the European Jewish Congress, the Coordinating Committee of Belgian
Jewish Organisations (CCJOB), the Jewish Community of Lisbon, the European Union of Jewish
Students, B’nai B’rith International, the European Leadership Network (ELNET) and the Brussels-based
EU Office of the American Jewish Committee (AJC) - AJC Transatlantic Institute. Some of their
representatives showed up at the conference, filmed it extensively and were given the floor by me at
the debate time, asking questions and making comments against the initiative, Mr Barghouti and me.
That smear campaign targeting me is continuing.
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| later learnt that this campaign had an instrumental promoter in Ms Katharina von Schnurbein,
appointed in December 2015 as the European Coordinator on combating anti-Semitism at the
European Commission. Ms Schnurbein helped spread accusations misconstruing my legitimate
denunciation of “a very perverse lobby that tells lies and uses intimidation tactics” to prevent
discussion on Israel illegal occupation and settlements in Palestine. She wrote that these words of
mine were “vile anti-semitic expressions” and retweeted .the American Jewish Committee (AIC)
Transatlantic Institute (TAl), the Brussels-based EU Office of the ACJ, accusation against me of “hateful
words” and of “defaming Jewish groups”. In Twitter, a social media platform that Ms von Schnurbein
used in this campaign, she identifies herself as the European Commission’s Coordinator on combating
anti-semitism: https://twitter.com/kschnurbein. Additionally, the Twitter account of the Delegation
of the European Union to Israel has also to spread such accusations by retweeting Ms Ms Katharina
von Schnurbein. '

| demand an investigation into the smear campaign directed against me, as an elected MEP, by
someone at the EU Delegation to Israel and Ms von Schnurbein, namely establishing whether they
violated ‘their duties under the European Commission’s Staff Regulations and the Code of Good
Administrative Behaviour and the European Commission's Social Media Guidelines for All Staff.
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Ana Gomes

Member of the European Parliament

cc: Mr Antonio Tajani, President of the European Parliament
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Il Presidente
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Ms Ana Maria GOMES
ASP 14G205

European Parliament
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| am writing to you regarding the event “The Israeli Settlements in Palestine and the European
Union” that you are organising on 28 February together with the General Union of Palestinian
Communities in Europe.

| have received letters from Members of four different political groups (ALDE, ECR, EPP énd
S&D) expressing their concerns about the participation in this event of Mr. Omar Barghouti,
founder and leader of the “Boycott, Divest and Sanction” movement against Israel.

You will find attached a copy of those letters.

The authors underline that Mr. Barghouti has continued to oppose the two-state solution and
that he incites hatred and violence when he describes Israel as a regime of occupation,
colonialism and apartheid. Therefore, the authors argue that Mr. Barghouti’s rhetoric puts at
risk the reputation of the European Parliament and they call for measures to prevent our
institution from being used as a platform for the expression of anti-Semitic and anti-EU policy
views. '

As Member of this institution, you are of course in your right to organise an event in
Parliament’s premises.

Nevertheiess, | wish to point out that you have a personal responsibility regarding the agenda
and the invitations to your meeting and that such event must not become a platform in support
of anti-Semitism, nor should the agenda or guests put the reputation of this institution at risk.
| ask you to take these concerns into full consideration.

| will send a copy of this letter to the Members mentioned above.

Sincerely,
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Antonio Tajani



